
 The Good News Bible 

renders this Psalm 127:4 as 

“Children are a gift from the “Children are a gift from the “Children are a gift from the “Children are a gift from the 

LORD; they are a real blessing” LORD; they are a real blessing” LORD; they are a real blessing” LORD; they are a real blessing”     
 

 You will probably recall 

that since 2010 Operation UP has 

shifted its focus in promotions 

and mobilization for missions by 

reaching out to children in the 

mountains by mobilizing Sunday 

schools and kids ministries in the 

lowlands to form outreach teams 

to reach out to other children in 

the mountains. In the last 4 years 

we have done this we have found 

out that indeed children are “...a 

real blessing” to work with.  

 According to my friend’s 

eleventh beatitude, “Blessed are “Blessed are “Blessed are “Blessed are 
the flexible...”the flexible...”the flexible...”the flexible...” children are excel-
lent in this regard, but more so 

they are teachable; they are a fer-

tile ground upon which an incor-

ruptible seed of the word of God 

could be sown. They have their 

own fearlessness and courage, 

their own understanding and im-

plementation of the word of God. 

  Verse 4 and 5 of 
the same psalm says:  

“The sons a man has when 
he is young  are like arrows 
in a soldier’s hand, happy is 
the man who has many such 
arrows. He will never be de-
feated when he meets his 

enemies in the place of judg-
ment.”  

....LIKE ARROWS…......LIKE ARROWS…......LIKE ARROWS…......LIKE ARROWS…..    

 “...they are like ar-

rows in a soldier's hand.  

Happy is the man who has 
many such arrows. 

 This is a very graphic de-

scription of what children are ca-

pable of; they can kill and de-

stroy, they can reak havoc and 

cause immense pain and suffer-

ing. History attest to this, where 

parents are suffering pain due to 

children; where political struc-

tures have been overthrown and 

governments changed primarily 

due to children and young peo-

ple. In the same way, children can 

also be of immense help and 

benefit not only to their families 

and friends but even to their fami-

lies, countries and nations.   

 Their usefulness or de-

structiveness is entirely upon the 

“soldier” who has them.  

 If we are going to impact 

the next generations, and for the 

gospel to never cease spreading, 

we need to impact positively  our 

younger generations. We need to 

invest heavily in our children and 

young people; we need to ensure 

that our master’s quiver is full of 

them. In God’s hand children are 

a blessing to have. 

...GIFT FROM GOD…...GIFT FROM GOD…...GIFT FROM GOD…...GIFT FROM GOD…    

    It has been said children 

“Are to be seen and not heard”Are to be seen and not heard”Are to be seen and not heard”Are to be seen and not heard”    

 How often have children 

been seen as an intrusion, an un-

welcome interruption both in the 

families and churches, such that 

many times they will be chased 

out or be left out in decision mak-

ing processes.  When programs 

are made, budgets considered 

children and their programs rank 

low in such exercises.   

 Yet in spite of all these, 

we are told:  

“Children are a gift from the “Children are a gift from the “Children are a gift from the “Children are a gift from the 
Lord, they are a blessing”Lord, they are a blessing”Lord, they are a blessing”Lord, they are a blessing”    

 This is how we have re-

solved as Operation UP to see 

and relate to children, as a gift as a gift as a gift as a gift 

and a blessing. and a blessing. and a blessing. and a blessing. Moreover as a po-

tent kingdom building weapon yet 

to be unleashed. We have re-

solved not to neglect children but 

rather invest much of our ener-

gies, resources into reaching out 

to them, especially those in the 

mountains who have very limited 

or no resources from which they 

can align their lives with.  

 We invite you to join us We invite you to join us We invite you to join us We invite you to join us 

in ensuring that many children in in ensuring that many children in in ensuring that many children in in ensuring that many children in 

the mountains get to know Jesus the mountains get to know Jesus the mountains get to know Jesus the mountains get to know Jesus 

as their Lord and savior, they be-as their Lord and savior, they be-as their Lord and savior, they be-as their Lord and savior, they be-

come God’s kingdom building come God’s kingdom building come God’s kingdom building come God’s kingdom building 

weapons.weapons.weapons.weapons. 

...Children are a heritage from the Lord......Children are a heritage from the Lord......Children are a heritage from the Lord......Children are a heritage from the Lord...    
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Mountains, these centers will 
benefit children by having their 
spiritual lives informed and in-
fluenced for Christ without any 
manipulation or cohesion. All 
programs will be informed by 
Christian principles. 
 

 It is our sincere and strong 
conviction that these centers will 
greatly benefit the children and 
young people in the mountains 
who have relatively very little re-
sources for the issues mentioned 
above.   

 As young lives are changed 
and impacted with the gospel, 
there will be changes in behavior, 
interpersonal relationships be-
tween children and parents, chil-
dren and other children etc whose 
ripple effect will be families and 
community harmony, reduction 
in HIV/Aids and other related 
STDs; reduction in pre-marital 
sex and pregnancies, early mar-
riages etc.  

 There will be increased 
pass rate for those in school, and 
love for education and progress. 
Healthy and strong young people 
who will develop into strong, 
healthy and informed adults for 
the great benefit of both the vil-
lage and the nation as a whole. 

 Last but by no means the 
least, as Reinhard Bonnke would 
put it, it will help to “...plunder 
hell and populate heaven” . 

 We thus have resolved not 
to neglect our children and save 
this generation and generations to 
come.  
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 In order to fulfil our vi-
sion of mobilising for missions 
through children, and bringing 
the life giving Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to the least reached 
people of the Maluti Mountains 
of Lesotho through and by chil-
dren, Operation UP has em-
barked on an ambitious yet possi-
ble program of establishing chil-
dren's centres in strategic places 
and villages in the mountains of 
Lesotho.  

 These centres are meant 
to be: 

1) Recreational Centres, where 
children, particularly those in the 
mountains who have very little or 
no access to such places, can 
come and relax, play, interact 
with other children across age 
and gender lines. Learn and par-
ticipate in various kinds of sports 
and activities. 

2) Educational Centres, where 
children can be assisted in their 
studies and home works; where 
children can be exposed to learn-
ing techniques, educational infor-
mation otherwise not easily avail-
able to them due to their location 
in the mountains such as Books 
and other learning material. 
Computer literacy classes etc. Ba-
sic teachings and or trainings on 
such topics as Hygiene, first aid 
etc can be taught to children.  

3) Counselling Centre, where 
children with various emotional 
and psychological stresses, such 
as child abuse; loss of parents due 
to HIV or any other causes; or 
children with learning disability,  
or any social challenges could be 
assisted as best as it is possible. 

4) Spiritual formation Centres. 

  Pro 22:6  “Train up a child 
in the way he should go, 
And even when he is old he 
will not depart from it” 

With very scant Christian  pro-
grams for children in the 

Children’s CentresChildren’s CentresChildren’s CentresChildren’s Centres    

 

“…the society that ne-
glects its children is 
one generation away 
from destruction” 

Margaret Mead Margaret Mead Margaret Mead Margaret Mead     

Elelloang literally means, 

“Please take note” 

And it is in a plural form. 

The idea behind is to say to 

the people of Ha-Taniel and 

its surrounding villages, 

please take note of the 

presence, not only of the 

source of learning for you 

kids, but also of the life 

giving gospel of our Lord 

Jesus Christ in your village. 

 The school was 

opened late last year at a 

very strong request of both 

the chief and the people of 

Ha-Taniel, with about 9 

kids, but today we have 13 

kids, plus one teacher and a 

care taker (Assistant). 

 Children are not only 

taught academic skills, but 

they are also exposed to 

Christian principles and way 

of life. In the parents’ 

meeting held in Feb. this 

year, parents attested to 

how their children are lead-

ing them into prayer before 

going to bed, and giving 

thanks for their meals. 

 This is one way in 

which we as Operation UP 

wishes to impact these 

young generation through 

Christian based education. 

Please pray for this work. 

Elelloang English Medium 

Pre-School 

Semonkong 
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 Ma t e b e n g ,  H a -
Lelingoana is a rural and 
mountain village in the dis-
trict of Qacha’s nek in the 
eastern part of Lesotho. It is 
here that Operation UP 
planted its first church way 
back in 1990.  This church 
was handled by three different 
denominations since its inception, each coming and 
going.  When Operation UP went back to Mate-
beng in 2009 the church had been without any 
form of spiritual leadership for almost 6 years. 
Many people had reverted back to sin; however 
there were some remnants who, while struggling 
were still committed to following Christ. 

 It is in this same village that we as Opera-
tion UP have resolved to pioneer our first Chil-
dren’s centre. 

A site has been allocated; A research to establish 
the number of children from age 1 to 18; to deter-
mine their educational and other social status has 
been completed. The following are some of the fig-
ures established from this village. 

 There are just over 246 children in this 
particular village that can be served by our chil-
dren’s centre, 146 boys and 100 girls. This is not 
including close to over 180 children in a village 
within walking distance of Ha-Lelingoana, in 

which research is still con-
tinuing. 

  176 children are at 
different levels of schooling, 
10 are at pre-school, 143 
attend school at a local pri-
mary school serving not 

only Ha-
L e l i ng o a na 
but three 
other sur-
rounding vil-
lages. Classes 
1 to 7 all 
crowd in this 
otherwise di-

lapidated building. 23 at various levels of post pri-
mary education in schools beyond Matebeng. 

 In the families, 88 children live with both 
of their parents, 29 with their fathers only and 34 
with mothers only, 65 with grandmothers and 21 
with grandfathers, this gives a total of about 149 
children whose lives are shaped and moulded by 
either single parents or grandparents, an environ-
ment which is not quite conducive for healthy de-
velopment of young lives. Our children’s centres 
may not provide adequate solution to this social 
challenges, but they will go a long way in contrib-
uting positively  in the lives of these young people. 

Pilot project: Matebeng Ha-Lelingoana. 

...Come over and help us......Come over and help us......Come over and help us......Come over and help us...    
 

 

 
 

 

Operation UP would like to invite individuals, churches, business men and women and organisations all over the 
world to partner with it in reaching out to the needy and forgotten children living in the remote and virtually inac-
cessible villages in the mountains by establishing these centres starting in Matebeng. 

 Will you prayerfully consider being part of this project. The following are some of the ways one could be part 
of this exciting and fulfilling ministry to needy children: 

⇒ Make a financial contribution to the project, however small or large, it will be appreciated. 

⇒ Give any material, such as Building material, Books, toys, play ground equipment etc. 

⇒ Offer your services and expertise as a teacher, counsellor, builder, technician etc etc. 

⇒ Come with your church or Sunday school kids for an outreach to one of the centres whenever there are such 
outreaches organised. 

For further details and information please do not hesitate to contact us on the contact details given in this newslet-
ter, otherwise, may you be greatly blessed as you consider how you could be part of this ministry.  

“…there must be for Christians a particular focus of concern for children, and not merely the children of 
their own household, nor just the children of their church community, but children simply as children, wher-

ever they are and in whatever need they find themselves in” 
 

William Strange  
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Annual KID’S outreach. 
 This year’s outreach to the children in the 
mountains by the children from the Lowlands is 
planned for the 11th to the 15th December 2014 at 
Matebeng Ha-Lelingoana, a place earmarked for the 
launching of the first Children's Centre. 

 Our plan is to have a very big event for chil-
dren in this village marking and officially launch-
ing  the envisaged children’s centres. We plan to 
have ample times of fun and play, for children in-
cluding having playing equipment such as Jumping 
Castles and other things that can entertain children; 
Good times of fellowship and interaction around the 
word of God and around each other. Times to teach 
and train in the ways of God and other basic things 
of life. 

 While we are focusing on Matebeng, our 
wish is to reach even other villages; this will be de-

termined by the number of outreach teams we will 
be able to put together. We will be recruiting kids 
from the Lowlands but we wish to invite children 
from other countries and locations to consider being 
part of this year’s outreach.  

 The more children we have the more we could 
reach other villages and impact more children with 
the gospel, we thus wish to invite you to consider 
being part of this outreach by promoting it in your 
local church.  Will you also consider making a fi-
nancial contribution or donating material things 
such as toys and gifts for children, borrowing us 
any playing equipment such as jumping castles or 
other similar things, you may wish to join us as 
one of the team leaders for the outreach if you have 
some expertise with children, and or finally you 
may have your own children or children in your 
church mindful of this outreach and praying for it. 

 In our last communication we had mentioned, 
as Pheko family, our goal of moving into our new house 
by March, either beginning or end of it.  It is our pleas-
ure to inform our friends and supporters that we have 
not moved in as planned. The building is still up to the 
walls awaiting roofing, windows and others. We envis-
age we need to raise plus minus R250 000 or $25,000 
(£14500) to make it reasonably habitable. Is there any-
thing impossible with the Lord? Surely not. Many 
thanks to those who have made direct financial contri-
bution for the house or for our personal upkeep. 

Will  you please continue to pray and Trust God with us 
in this matter, and if you feel let to make any financial 
contribution for it, which we so desperately need, 
please do not hesitate to contact us on the contact de-
tails below. 

Meantime may you be blessed by the Lord. 

NTAI AND MABAKOENA 

r a i s e s a n d r a y e rP   P  

Transport: 

 We wish to draw attention of our support-
ers to our dire need of transport, especially for 
transporting teams. We have been mentioning this 
need of a 4x4 Combi (Minibus) in our last couple 
of newsletters. The goal is to raise $5000 to $8000 

for this imported used 
vehicle. We praise and 
thank the Lord for the  
amount of about $600 
pledged so far and 
wish to ask that you 
continue to pray and 
trust God with us for this 
need. If you would like 
to make any contribu-

tion for it please do not hesitate to use the bank 
details below or contact us directly for further in-
formation.  I our wish is to have this vehicle by the 
time we go for our annual children’s outreach 
later this year in December. 


