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CoVid-19 emerged in December 2019, and 
was declared a pandemic by the World 
Health Organization on March 11 2020. 

A year later it had ended the lives of more 
than 2 ½ million people, halted most interna-
tional travel, ruined many businesses, closed 
schools and churches around the world, and 
plunged economies deep into debt. Only time 
will tell its full effects. The Global North and 
Latin America have so far suffered the high-
est death rates, with deaths concentrated 
among the elderly and the disadvantaged. 
Poorer countries seem to have suffered rel-
atively fewer fatalities, despite crowded ac-
commodation (1 billion people live in slums), 
limited access to 
handwashing or pro-
tective equipment, 
and the difficulty of 
enforcing lockdowns 
on economies pow-
ered by casual labour. 
Globally the damage 
to livelihoods and fu-
tures will be deep and 
lasting. Some girls 
who have left edu-
cation because their 
schools closed, for example, are not expected 
to return, depriving the world of a mainstay in 
the fight against poverty. An impressive glob-
al effort has created and begun to distribute 
vaccines. Most initially are being supplied to 
richer countries. But under the COVAX ini-
tiative, the World Health Organization and 
others are hoping to distribute two billion 
vaccine doses globally by the end of 2021.                  
There is much more to pray than can fit in this 
short bulletin. Here are just a few:

 Pray for leaders of schools, business-
es, communities, cities, regions, and 
nations. They face impossible policy de-
cisions and inevitable criticism and hos-
tility. May God give them wisdom, good 
counsel, and humility. May He lead many 
of them to find Him.

  Pray for those we now realise are “es-
sential workers”, especially those who 
work in health care and public services. 
May God protect them and give them 
good recovery from stress and trauma as 
vaccines are rolled out and the pressure 
on their services will start easing.

 Pray for all who are infected. May God 
in His mercy heal them. May they find Je-
sus, especially those who are seriously ill 
and do not believe. Eternity awaits many.

 Pray for a rapid, just, and global de-
ployment of effective vaccines. A year 
ago it was not even known if vaccines 
could be developed. Praise God for their 
rapid appearance, and pray they will 
work correctly for all who need them, not 
just the rich or well-connected.

 Pray for the global Church. May we 
love our neighbours as ourselves. May 
we be generous, kind, and compassion-
ate, especially to our brothers and sisters 
in Christ. May we find unity in this time of 
testing. May we maintain a good testimo-
ny to the name of Christ. May we learn to 
innovate and adapt in our churches, our 
ministries, our mission agencies. May we 
be anxious for nothing and experience 
the peace that passes all understanding.

     As we begin to envisage a post-pan-
demic world, pray for a fresh advance of 
the Kingdom.

Global health challenges 

CHAD

CHILE

The central African state of Chad 
is a jigsaw of 150 different ethnic 
groups. Drought, civil conflict, dis-
tance from the sea and poor infra-
structure make it one of the world’s 
poorest countries. Subsistence farm-
ing is the main occupation. Chad’s 
population of 15 million is growing fast; 47% of the population were under 15 in 2018. Chad also 
hosts 400,000 refugees from conflicts in Darfur and the Central African Republic.

Chad has an open door to Christian missions, even though it is a majority-Muslim nation. 

 Pray for the Christian community (38% of the nation) as it grows in a soil of poverty 
and animism. 

 Pray for the leaders of the nation as it struggles with insurgency, corruption and great 
need.  

 Pray for Chad’s women who can expect to give birth to five or six children if they
survive their child-bearing years, and whose life expectancy is just 55.

This South Amer-
ican nation of 18 
million people has 
made rapid strides 
in poverty-reduc-
tion and good gov-
ernment. As in the 
rest of South America, many people have turned from a folk Catholicism to Pentecostalism. In 
Chile, however, an increasing number, currently around a quarter of the population, are choos-
ing to give up on the Christian faith altogether. 

 Pray for renewal of the Christian faith in Chile! 


