TUG Church Services - Guidelines
Create “sports-theme” services during the Sundays of the World Cup. Learn how to include prayer, sports-based sermons, create a sports theme environment celebrating the diversity of Christian faith.

This programme outline is designed to give you some suggestions, outlines, resources and information for your “sports-theme service”.  These suggestions should be adapted to your own church environment in your unique, creative way thus achieving our final goal, namely to celebrate the diversity in the Christian faith when planning for your Major Event.

Steps to Implement a Church Service include:

God through Jesus has communicated to the world the message of his love and forgiveness.  If the church is to be “the body of Christ”, it must continue to show the world God’s heart for mankind.  But the world is so diverse with different cultures, creeds, traditions, skin colours, values and practices.  How on earth could one message penetrate all these barriers?   The church, if it is to have a message for all mankind, must use mediums of communication that transcend religious, cultural, and geographical barriers.  

Sport is a universal language and the eyes of the world will be on during the Event. If we are to be “good news to the world”, take this opportunity to show, through sport, the relevance of Christ to as many people as possible. You want to be sensitive to others’ values and beliefs and promote common values rather than differences. We will consider Paul’s attitude and example communicating Christ to a non-believing culture.

Here are some of the ideas that you could you utilize to make your service a little bit more special:

· Create the basic outline for the sermon (utilises some of the scriptures)

· Have a TUG Resource Table in the foyer of the church with tracts, books or booklets of the faith of athletes.
· Give each member appropriate sports ministry resources to share with others.
· Make the Ultimate Goal Worship services the first step. Your church can host big screen parties for the Opening or Closing ceremonies or many other of the evenings or weekend days. 
· You can invite youth, men, families on different nights providing food or snacks. The youth can sell drinks and food at the Big Screen parties to fund mission trips and other programs. 
· Be well prepared – make sure all leaders are well informed of the nature of the services.
· Try and get a few creative people together to brainstorm new and inventive ways of visually making the service “FUN”
· Encourage people to ask what they can do from praying, giving, resourcing or running a project.  This event can involve the whole church.
· Have a table at the end of the meeting for people to sign up whatever level of involvement they can offer.
· Have invitation cards printed and arrange for these to be handed out in local shops, schools, business and sports clubs.
· Display posters and even take an ad in the local newspaper.  Remember we have a message that is worth saying, one that’s worth more than gold.
· Use video, power point or acetates – creatively communicate the opportunities.
· Pray for the preparations
· Have resource packs available to the church.
· Decorate the entrance, and other parts of the church with sports gear, flags, sports posters and other displays to create a MTG/TUG major event feel.
· Select music that is upbeat yet respectful.  Use choruses and hymns with a sporting or victory theme.
· Ask your young people or drama group to prepare and perform a short sketch on a sporting theme.
· Preach from scripture emphasising values relating to sports and competition.
· Pray for the countries taking part, for the athletes and officials.
Please remember to engage in prayer early.

How Many People Needed to Implement ChurchServices

Try and identify who’s passion it is to be involved in the different areas. Some people love to be involved to make-up the church where other people would like to work at the resources tables. The idea is to get people to be involved in their passion field. This will keep them involved.

Equipment

Create your own props to get members involved in the service. 

Resources

Scriptures that can assist you in preparing and sharing with your fellowship include:

· I Corinthians 9:24-27  “Run to Win”

· Ephesians 6:10-20  “The Right Equipment”

· Galatians 6:9  “Do Not Become Weary”

· I Timothy 4:7-8  “Training”

· I Timothy 6:11-12  “Fight the Good Fight”

· II Timothy 2:5  “The Victory Crown”

· 1 Peter 1:7 “More Than Gold”

· 1 Peter 1:13-16  “Prepare for Action”

· 1 John 5:4b  “Victory that Overcomes”

Contact Information

Herman Beetge <hermanb@myisp.co.za >

Resources Available 

I Tim 2:4  “Having nothing to do with godless myths and old wives’ tales; rather train yourself to be godly.”  

Titus 2:4  “Then they can train the younger women to love their husbands and children.”

Psalm 49:12  “But man, despite his riches, does not endure; he is like the beasts that perish.”

II Tim 2:3  “Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.”

II Tim 2:10  “Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.”

II Tim 2:12  “If we endure, we will also reign with Him.  If we disown him, he will also disown us.”

II Tim 4:5  “But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.”

Heb 12:7  “Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons.  For what son is not disciplined by his father?”

1 Peter 2:20  “But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it?  But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God.”

Rev 3:20  “Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour trial that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth.”

I Cor 9:24  “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize:  Run is such a way as to get the prize.”

I Cor 9:27  “No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.”

Phil 3:24  “I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

Ecc 9:11  “I have seen something else under the sun:  The race is not to the swift or the battle to the strong, nor does food come to the wise or wealth to the brilliant or favour to the learned:  but time and chance happen to them all.”

Acts 20:24  “However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me – the task of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace.”

Gal 5:7  “You were running a good race.  Who cut in on you and kept you from obeying the truth?”

II Tim 4:7  “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race.  I have kept the faith.”

Heb 12:1  “Therefore,  since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.”

Phil 3:14  “I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

I Thes 4:12  “So that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.”
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