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PRAY, PLAY, SAY
Many Christians in our churches enjoy playing sport, but struggle to effectively combine their passion for sport with their faith.  Based on Colossians 4:2-6, Pray, Play, Say gives Christian Sports people a clear biblical and strategic approach to effectively reaching their sporting community for Christ. 

PRAY

“Be devoted to prayer, being watchful and thankful”

Col 4:6

Players must understand prayer is always foundational effective ministry
Pray for who?
Their role not necessarily to convert team! Instead specifically invest in relationships of 2 or 3 fellow players and pray daily for these teammates – being ‘devoted’ to pray for them.

· It is helpful for them to think and pray specifically who God has laid on their heart – often it will be people they are already closest to.

Specific areas of prayer for player

· Teammates, opponents, referees, spectators

· Their own conduct on and off the field (v5 – PLAY) and an open door to share the gospel (v6 – SAY)

PLAY

“Be Wise in the way you act towards outsiders, make the most of every opportunity”












Col 4:5

A comment the Christian Community often has to contend with is “they are all hypocrites”- unfortunately on the sports field many are!  So how can sport be played in a way pleasing to God and in a way that is wise towards outsiders?
· Rom 12:1

· Offer body as living sacrifice to God on field.

· Recognise gift is from God and offer everything back to him in response to what He has done – this is worship.
· Players should give their all, 100%, as they are playing for Christ and therefore should be the hardest working player on the team
· Rom 12:2

· Do not conform any longer to the pattern of the world

· Do not do what is expected or what you used to do before you knew Christ – you have been transformed!

· Be purposeful and intentional about ethics.

· Make ethical decisions off the field

· Make the most of every opportunity on and off the field

SAY

“Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt so that you may know how to answer everyone”

Col 4:6
If Christ is to be shared through sport, space must be created where this can happen. 
· Evangelism must be purposeful.  
· Spend time with players after training and matches

· Attend socials where possible

· Seek genuine relationships first

In Summary, for the sporting world to be impacted by Christ, we must encourage players to:
Pray – and be devoted to praying daily for teammates

Play – in a way pleasing to God and does not conform to the pattern of the world, in order to:
Say – something of what Christ has done in their life.
