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Dear Friends and supporters, 
 
Warm and loving Christian greetings to all of our 
friends in Jesus name.  
 
Our trip to Thailand is long over, and we are once 
again settling in the hustle and bustle of our routine 
work and responsibilities in Lesotho, part of which 
includes reporting to the church and individuals that 
contributed towards our going there. 
 
There were three objectives attached to our trip to 
Thailand, objectives we must report on.  
 
1.  To officially and formally launch our long 

anticipated GAP year program. 
2. To go and spy for ministry opportunities for 

future GAP year outreaches. 
3. To work alongside the host church/ministry 

as best as we possibly can. 
 
On the first Objective, while the outreach has not 
taken the full year as the name suggests, we can 
proudly report that it has been done. We have broken 
the ice, the fear and the anxiety of whether it is pos-
sible for the church in Lesotho to reach out to the 
nations beyond. We are quite aware that it was only 
2 months, and that the challenges of this mission 
field may be much bigger and stronger in the long 
run; we are however, grateful to the Lord that the 
step in the right direction was taken and that we have 
been faithful to the direction we feel God is leading 
us into. We also feel a foundation stone has been laid 
not only in the physical realm but also in the Spiri-
tual realm too, and that there will be many more 
teams from Lesotho being raised and released for the 
Buddhist nations. 
 
On the second Objective, with more than 85% of 
the population of Thailand being Buddhist, and less 
than 2% Christians, that says there is a need to bring 
the Gospel to Thailand. And again there is freedom 
of religion in that nation, at least for now. There is 
also an upsurge of diplomatic and business relation-
ships between the two countries lately that I feel are 
not accidental but are divinely orchestrated. Ba-
sothos have been taught in English from their very 

early education and the Thai people are in need of 
learning English, a field many young Basothos can 
do well in. In terms of arts and culture, ie Music and 
dance, I strongly feel that young Basotho men and 
women have a significant contribution to make by 
using those talents to share and communicate the 
Good news.  
Life in Thailand is not so expensive, renting a house, 
getting around etc seems not too far off fetched for 
the Basotho people to survive in Thailand, this there-
fore creates an opportunity for the Lesotho church to 
take up the challenge of Missions in Thailand, and 
hopefully in the future, other Buddhist nations 
around. 
There are ample opportunities for the church in Le-
sotho to be involved in bringing the Gospel to Thai-
land, however let me mention this last one which I 
am not sure how it all fits together but it has always 
been strong in my spirit; that is, both countries are 
Kingdoms; Kingdom of Lesotho bring the KING-
DOM of heaven to the Kingdom of Thailand, 
waao!!! 
 
Thidly, we were to work and minister alongside our 
host church. Other than being in Church on Sunday 
We mainly went with them to their “care groups”; 
visited and prayed for the sick, visited branch assem-
blies with them and did physical work around  
church property. It was an absolute delight and 
honor to work alongside this lovely and committed 
bunch of people with their young and dedicated pas-
tor of Hope of Chiangmai church.  
 
When all was said and done, and it was time for us 
to return to Lesotho, ‘Mabakoena and I sat down and 
considered our effectiveness and the impact we have 
had for the last 2 months in Thailand. Those of you 
who have been in ministry for some time you will 
appreciate how difficult it is to really show in a tan-
gible way the fruits of a week, month or even a 
year’s ministry. However on our last Sunday in 
Thailand, when the church was bidding us farewell a 
few things reassured us that our time has not been in 
vain. But before sharing on those let me share one 
ministry experience that really touched my heart. 
We visited one of the mountain villages on the 31 
July, we had the privilege to fellowship with a    
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a group of Thai believers in the village church. Dur-
ing the course of the service the Holy Spirit im-
pressed upon my heart to pray for and encourage the 
pastor and his wife, a middle aged and dedicated 
couple. As I prayed for them, well aware that they 
do not understand what I am saying and me not 
knowing exactly what challenges they face, I was 
overcome with emotions, I prayed my heart out for 
them and finished. Alone at night as I pondered on 
what had transpired earlier that day in church, the 
Holy Spirit seemed to impress upon my heart that:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“If we had come all the way from Lesotho to Thai-

land, spend all the monies and resources, just to 
come and encourage this man and woman, our ef-

forts will still be worth the while.” 
 

That was great encouragement and reassurance to us 
as the team. 
 

On the 21 June 2017, in the company of other 
church members, we visited an ailing brother in hos-
pital, he had a heart problem and we prayed for him. 
Many weeks passed not knowing what had happened 
to him since then, however on the 6 Aug, the last 
Sunday we were in Thailand, a man stands up to bid 
us farewell like others who were asked to share on 
this occasion,  he shared how he was healed after we 
visited and prayed for him in Hospital. I could not 
belief what I was seeing and hearing; this man had 

been coming to church since, and I could not recog-
nise him because of the change in his health and life. 
(San ra sen prajao : Praise the Lord!!!) 
 

The young lady in the picture below, is Dao, she is a 
dentist by profession, although she is currently not 
practicing because of her involvement in ministry. 
She speaks very limited English yet she is a lovely 
and God fearing young lady. We visited her family 
and church in 
the mountains.  
 

When the 
church bid us 
farewell on 
the 6 Aug. she 
spoke on be-
half of the 
whole congre-
gation, we 
were greatly 
touched by her 
speech, and 
this is what 
she said, read-
ing from a translation someone helped her to put to-
gether: 
 

“Thank God, Thank you for the life of Pastors. 
You came to Thailand and brought many blessings 

to hope family and our lives. It might be a short 
time for us to be together and serve God together. It 
was a very special time to be associated with Leso-

tho pastors. I was so impressed by your lives. I 
hope next year you will come back to visit us again. 
God bless you to be Fruitful in your country. Today 

even though we have to go far, Christ's love is 
bound to us for ever. God bless you!” 

 
When she said: “...I hope next year you will come 
back to visit us again…” she was echoing senti-
ments that had been shared by many hitherto, and to 
us it was like the “Macedonian call”. 
 

With all these and many other issues we are not able 
to share now, our Thailand trip from the 10 June to 8 
August 2017 has sealed our conviction that this is 
the direction God wants us to take, “To  Challenge 
and mobilise the church in Lesotho for missions 
among the Buddhist nations, beginning with Thai-
land”. Thank you for having had faith in us and sup-
porting and encouraging us for the last 25 years of 
Operation UP ministry; please consider seriously 
how the Lord will have you be part of this ministry 
in its next phase. We are seriously considering how 
to establish long term / permanent connections in 
Thailand, and your prayers will be greatly valued. 
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Families: 
As a family, ‘Mabakoena and I are doing very well, we are experiencing less stress since we moved into our 
house. We are expecting in the next couple of months our fourth grandchild, I won’t tell you from where or 
by whom, till closer to the time.  ‘Me’ ‘Marethabile our colleague and work mate who takes care of the out-
reaches, is doing just fine with her two boys, Thato and Litsitso. I am amazed at how these two boys are grow-
ing and developing, please pray for all of us that we will not grow weary in doing good. 

I have been asked on several occasions whether with 
the dawn of a new phase in Operation UP ministry, 
the Cross cultural missions outreaches, we are aban-
doning ministry in the Maluti mountains. I wish to 
state categorically that we are committed to Mobi-
lising the church in Lesotho to reach the unreached 
however possible, and our outreaches in the moun-
tains are and will still continue, one of them is the 
ministry through children which is in its seventh 
year. 
 
Early this year the children who had participated in 
earlier outreaches were each given a ‘Money Saving 
tin’ to start giving for missions by putting the little 
they have from their pocket monies. On the 4 Nov. 
2017 all the tins will be officially opened at a central 
place, each tin counted in favour of the child. The 
monies will then be pooled together and be used to 
buy some gifts or presents for the children in the 
mountains, children that are going for an outreach 
will then deliver the gifts to the less privileged chil-
dren in the mountains.  
While children in the mountains will be blessed with 
a small gift and the gospel will be shared with them 
by their peers from the lowlands, those from the 
lowlands will experience first had the joy and bless-
ing of giving to others who 
are less fortunate than them. 
They are learning at the 
same time the art of giving 
for missions and ministering 
to others.  
 

This year the outreach will 
take place from the 7 to 11 
December 2017 and the plan 
is again to have no less than 
two teams that will go to 

Mokhotlong and Likalaneng. 
 
Our challenge is still the transport, we would like to 
buy a 4x4 mini bus, like the one in the picture be-
low, and for that we need to raise about M120 
000.00 (about $9000.00 or £7500.00), which will 
allow us to purchase a vehicle in fare conditions. 
Our fundraising is still at M75000.00 (About 
$5,800.00 or  £4700.00) to reach our goal, so close  
yet still far off.  We would like to have the vehicle 
by the time we go for outreach this year. We once 
again would like to make an appeal for assistance to 
our friends and supporters to assist however possible 
to raise the remaining M45000.00 ($3500.00 or  
£2800.00). If you are able to contribute whatever the 
Lord puts on your heart please use the banking de-
tails below and let us know that you have made such 
a contribution towards the Minibus. Or contact us 
for other methods of money payments/transfers.  
 
Having a vehicle of this type is not only helpful for 
our children’s outreaches but for other types of out-
reaches too including when teams come to us from 
outside and need to be transported in and out of the 
mountains. Please help us to get this ministry tool.  
May the Lord richly bless you as you do. 

Children’s Ministry:  
“Ruta ngoana tsela” (Train a child in the way he should go…) 


